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For the Christian Herald. 


BIBLE CLASSES. 


It is a pleasing circumstance, that on almost every subject, we 
can avail ourselves of the sentiments of distinguished writers, so li- 
berally has the press supplied us with the fruits of their diligence. 
With this view, we transcribe a passage from an author of more than 
ordinary merit, whose words we greatly prefer to our own. ‘‘ The 
world, which God hath made, is open to every eye, but to look upon 
the works of nature, and to look into the ways of nature, are very 
different things: the latter of which is the result of much labour 
and observation. If the economy of nature is not to be learned from 
a transient inspection of the heavens and the earth: and if the 
ground will not yield its strength but to those who diligently turn it 
up and cultivate it, who can imagine that the wisdom of God’s word 
can be discovered at sight, by every common reader.’’* 

An investigation into nature will be generally found to reward 
those who are at the pains of such investigation. There is a dif- 
ference between the discoveries of a Newton, and the discoveries 
made by a peasant in the daily round of his avocations. The one 
looks at objects as they lie on the surface, whilst the mind of the other 
is clothed with a faculty of almost unerring penetration. The one 
sees the heavenly bodies, but understands not their magnitude or 
distances, whilst the other views them as so many spacious golden 
systems, in which the divine wisdom is celebrated from day to day. 
Much of this difference results from investigation, for there was a 
time when even the mind of Newton began its researches, and 
marching step by step, it took possession of all that fullness of com- 
prehension by which it was subsequently distinguished. 

This principle of investigation, we may apply with the utmost 
safety to the Holy Scriptures. Here the hand of the diligent mak- 
eth rich. For all our toils we are rewarded by discoveries the most 
magnificent, and acquirements infinitely weighty. The difference 
is not wider or broader between Newton and the unlettered peasant, 
than it is betwixt him who searches and him who forbears to search 
the Scriptures. The one sees but dimly the objects of Revelation, 
but the other, beholding, as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, is 
changed into the same image. Upon principles simply natural, there 
may be a difference among men who make nature and science the 





* Rev. W. Jones’ Lectures on the Figurative Language of Scripture. 
C. Hernan, No. 237. Ah 














854 Bible Classes. 





objects of research ; but in Scriptural researches, if asked who mak- 
eth us to differ from the mass of mankind—we. answer without the 
fear of contradiction, that this distinction is wrought by the presence 
and benediction of that great presiding agent, the Spirit of God, 
promised to all who sincerely search after truth. 

It is entirely too late in the day to stop the press (which is dail 
casting off thousands of Bibles) till we inquire whether the Bible 
may be read without human additions. This question might have 
been a very prolific one during the dark ages, and might have per- 
plexed the wit of priests, amidst the cells of midnight superstition. 
But we have had sufficient light on this question ever since the morn- 
ing star of the Reformation shone in upon the dark retreats of the 
Papal beast, and revealed the divine Volume, locked up from the 
researches of man, to whom it was addressed. Ever since that time 
we have been triumphantly exclaiming, ‘‘ the Bible, the Bible is the 
religion of protestants, and it is in a fair way now to become the re- 
ligion of millions besides protestants.” 

The spread of the Bible has been a source of high congratulation 
among the followers of Jesus Christ. We have therefore said, with 
becoming indignation to our sectarian prejudices, abide ye here till 
we ascend an elevation which overlooks a wider prospect. All this 
was natural enough ; for the spread of the Bible is certainly one of 
those schemes of an unlimited philanthropy, for the introduction of 
which we can account, only by referring the discovery to Him, 
whose special Providence, even in our guilty world, sometimes over- 
whelms the mind with astonishment. We know and feel how ad- 
mirable is the adaptation of the Bible, even without note and com- 
ment, to our ruined world ; how it unsettles the hopes of sinners, 
and carries dismay to the conscience of the guilty ; how it breaks 
down the repose of the thoughtless, and leads the gay to look upon 
the Judge of all flesh, with all nations gathered at his feet. Its mes- 
sages speak nothing but terror to the guilty, and consolation to the 
righteous. Its discoveries are full of light to man, who, when his 
eye waxes dim, is becoming bewildered in the shades of death. It 
unveils futurity with all its amazemen's, and performs the infinitely 
friendly office of pointing out the Lamb of Atonement, in the strength 
of whose blood we are to travel all the distance of our earthly pil- 
grimage, to realms of purity and bliss. But the high day of con- 
gratulation has not yet come. This will not be till the angel, having 
the everlasting gospel, shall announce that he has deposited the 
Bible in every earthly habitation, from its palaces to the snow- 
wreathed mountain cottage, down to the humblest hovel, before 
which the wheels of certain trans-atlantic dignitaries have never 
paused. 

It certainly requires but a small share of sagacity to discover, that 
the same age which is distinguished by the spread of the Bible, 
should be distinguished by a profound and vigorous application to 

the truths of the Bible. It is a fact, which unenlightened nations 
ought to know, that whilst we send them the Scriptures at an amount 
of vast expense, that our philanthropy arises from a deep convic- 
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tion, that the Scriptures alone contain the words of eternal life. 
The best evidence we can give of our desire that all nations may be 
subdued by the truths of Revelation, is to welcome those truths to 
a full and decided victory over our own hearts. And we feel a con- 
fidence entirely unshaken, that the Bible asks nothing but the inves- 
tigation of unbelievers for their conviction, and upon all believers 
its practical consequences are great in proportion to the sanctified 
diligence with which it is studied. ‘* Wherewith shall a young man 
cleanse his way—by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 
Sanctify them through thy Truth, thy word is Truth—Now are ye 
clean through the word | have spoken unto you. All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for in- 
struction, for correction in righteousness, that the man of Ged may 
be thoroughly furnished to every good word and work.” 

Among the best effects which will flow from a profound attention 
to the Bible, we are to rank its happy influence on the teachers of 
religion. Whether it may be construed into reverence or irrever- 
ence for this order of men, we know not, bat we affirm it as a 
truth, that among them must the work of reformation begin. The 
church stands in need of teachers, formed under the influence of 
‘pure Scriptural truth. We venerate human systems, and an indif- 
ference to these systems generally marks an indifference to all sys- 
tems, whether human or divine ; but we venerate the Bible infinite- 
ly more than all the speculations of men. 

There is nothing, perhaps, that so much perplexes the ministers 
of Jesus Christ, as to find out precisely on what settled standard 
of character to fix. The mind is too apt to be divided betwixt that 
indescribable simplicity enforced in the Bible, and a mass of other 
qualifications, by which they suppose they may be useful. It is al- 
most impossible to depict the struggles which conscientious minis- 
ters of the gospel sustain, in reference to these divisions of heart. 
But there is for all this a sovereign remedy, in the possession of a 
character formed by an undeviating attention to the Bible. We ap- 
peal to the history of the church to decide, whether they have not 
in every instance wrought the greatest effects, who have beeh most 
under the influence of the Bible, and who have interwoven it to 
the greatest extent with their public ministrations. We speak not 
exclusively of the Apostles, though they furnish a complete illus- 
tration of what we wish to inculcate. During their days, years of 
instruction were not necessary ere the barriers to conversion in the 
hearts of impenitent men, fell away before the power of the gospel. 
Various expedients have been tried to account for the wonders ac- 
complished by their ministrations. It was the age of miracles, is 
the common reply when we are pressed by a contrast of their suc- 
cess, with the poverty of ministerial success at the present day. But 
this is an unfortunate solution, because if this were the way, in 
which to awaken the largest number of sinners, our Divine Master 
would unquestionably revive among his ministers the power of work- 
ing miracles. But we are to seek for the solution in causes of a 
moral nature. We shall find it in the constant influence of the Spi- 
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rit, disentangling the hearts of his servants from earthly objects, and 
fixing them with a love intense, and centering on the truths of hig 
kingdom. Learning is valuable in the ministers of the gospel, but 
learning must be established in its appropriate rank, and know its 
appointed place. Its alliance is important, but if it attempt to lead 
the attack on the kingdom of darkness, nothing but disasters and de- 
feat will be the consequence, 

The experiment has not been fairly tried in modern days, of how 
much may be done by men, sacrificing the accomplishments of learn- 
ing to the simplicity of the Gospel, and unreservedly seeking in the 
Scriptures that unction, by which they may know all things. But in 
the missionary zeal of the Moravian church we have a striking in- 
stance of what may be done by men who, generally speaking, have 
but few human accomplishments to sacrifice. The language of eulo- 
gy, in application to these devoted men, may well be spared—for 
their eulogy is written, where alone they seem anxious that it should 
be written, in the fleshly tablets of the heart. The wilderness is 
vocal with their praise. Behold the Churches they have reared, 
not on the confines, but in the bosom of the Heathen world. With 
a noble defiance of difficulties, they have gone out from civilized 
life and brought in to us idolaters of all climes and all creeds ; and 
should their zeal remain unabated, we look forward to still greater 
triumphs ; as when a resistless conqueror has awed many emperors 
into submission, we anticipate his march to universal dominion. But 
the advantages of this system are not confined to the teachers of re- 
ligion. It would be an unwarrantable attempt to limit the Holy One 
of Israel, to suppose that all will not be benefited who studiously 
apply themselves to his holy word. Search the Scriptures, said 
Jesus Christ to the Jews, who had manifestly perverted their mean- 
ing, for they are capable of removing the deepest prejudices, and of 
giving light and enlargement of mind to the most bigoted and con- 
tracted. 

The small portion of respect which is paid to the matter and princi- 
ples of the Bible, in the education of youth, is a just subject of la- 
mentation. We need not say how few of our youth bear any thing 
like a distant resemblance to Him, who at twelve years of age aston- 
ished Jewish Rabbies by his wisdom. It is knowledge of a far dif- 
ferent kind, though valuable in its place, that excites the attention 
of youth ; knowledge too well calculated, without proper guards, to 
dethrone the God of Israel from the heart. We are not to be un- 
derstood here, as joining in the opposition of those who denounce 
classical science, or as attempting to withhold the ardent mind from 
an acquaintance with the Masters of ancient wisdom. On the con- 
trary, the revelations of God never shine so brightly as when set in 
contrast with the fables of antiquity. But with such a supreme de- 
votion to classical science, as marks a multitude of the present gene- 
ration, there is much to nourish the corruptions of youth, and to 
add fuel to the basest passions of the heart. The followers of Jesus 
Christ here act on the same grovelling principles, upon which im- 
penitent men conduct their deeds of vainglorious strife. The scor- 
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pion whip of emulation is liberally applied to impel the most slug- 
gish onward to the palm of excellence. And in what is all this fan- 
cied superiority to end, but in giving nourishment to a tribe of evils 
which infest the heart without these exterior aids, which evils must 
one day be dislodged, it the individual be ever fitted to serve God 
in his kingdom. 

It is indeed heart-rending to hear our men of acknowledged wis- 
dom, asserting that our vouth are not susceptible of motives drawn 
from any other source than ambition and emulation. But why not 
susceptible ? The reply must inevitably be, because man is a fallen, 
selfish being. Then we fearlessly say that it is awfully perilous to 
help on selfish beings to a fearful pre-eminence. 

But the positive advantages are not less certain, than the correc- 
tion of notorious evils. It is highly important to imbue the minds 
of youth with the purest and noblest knowledge. If diligence in the 
pursuit of knowledge simply human has raised men to usefulness, 
what may we not expect from an application to that volume, whose 
prerogative it is to make wise unto eternal life. Its efficacy has 
been tried in establishing correct principles, in deepening the foun- 
dations of morals, and in the evolution of hidden powers of philan- 
thropy in the soul of the Christian, which lift him above all outward 
comforts, that he may carry its messages to the long forgotten tribes 
of idolatry. 

Neither are the benefits of that system we are attempting to 
recommend, confined to the teachers and the taught. They are 
thrown out at large, on the mass of the people. It is wonderful to 
what extent ignorance prevails among the body of the people ; ig- 
norance of the most common doctrines, events, parables, and pre- 
cepts recorded in the Bible. This is often lamented by the minis- 
ters of the Gospel, but it would be well for them to examine how 
far they contribute to this state of things, by withholding the appli- 
cation of a vigorous remedy. We contend that the regular and sys- 
tematic exposition of the Bible is the only way in which a people 
can be enlightened. Without pretending to find Apostolic authority 
for this declaration, we remark, that the present system of popular 
instruction, overturns all the views we have ever entertained of 
the nature of Apostolic ministrations. There is not a full disclosure 
of the hidden wealth of Scripture. There is not a sufficiently bold 
and vigorous stepping over the length and breadth of the Bible. 
There is the bringing of but a solitary cluster, and that almost too 
weighty for our strength, when a thousand clusters are left behind, 
evidential of the fertility of the land. 

Preaching habitually from solitary texts may answer good pur- 
poses, but it is not calculated to do so much good as a different course. 
This is one cause of those meager and impoverished views of Chris- 
tianity, which obtain currency in the world, views which have too 
much sanction from the ministers of Jesus Christ. Suppose from 
solitary texts a minister should deliver one hundred discourses in a 
year, without a strong infusion of Scriptural language into his dis- 
courses, he delivers his own word and not the word of Jesus ‘Christ— 
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and saving the texts, he might almost as well read one hundred num- 
bers of some serious periodical essayist. 

We study some human writings, says the elegant author referred 
to before, till we are so enamoured with the spirit of them, that it 
would be the highést pleasure to see and converse with the person 
of whose mind we have such a picture in his works. Blessed are 
they who shall aspire to the sight of God on this principle, for their 
hope shall be gratified. ‘They who may see him by faith, as he is 
manifested in his word, shall at last see him in the glory of his king- 
dom. 








For the Christian Herald. 


PRACTICAL EDUCATION.—No. XII. 
Eighth Letter from Senex to his Daughter. 


My pear paucHTer—After what I have said upon the subject of 
singing, | propose to give you my ideas upon that of dancing. 

It is not long since you had a dancing school in your own village. 
Youth, generally, delight in this kind of exercise: indeed, some 
persons of mature age, and some whose locks are silvered, are found, 
also, among its advocates ; and the most common argument which 
they unitedly bring in its favour, is the testimony of the wise king 
in Israel, who says there is ‘* a time to dance.” The connection of 
this passage renders the meaning plainly evident—viz. that there is 
a time in which dancing will be done, as there is a time ‘ for every 
purpose under the heaven.” ‘A time to be born, and a time to 
die ; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted ; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time 
to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance ; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gath- 
er stones together ; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing ; a time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a 


‘time to cast away ; a time to rend, and a time to sew ; a time to 


keep silence, and a time to speak ; a time to love, and a time to 
hate ; a time of war, and a time of peace.” 

Whether or not, it is right to dance, must be determined from 
some other consideration than barely the words of Solomon, there 
is a ‘* time to dance.” Few persons would think it right to. hate, 
to go to war, and to kill, merely because he hath said there is a time 
for these things. If it is lawful to do a thing, solely because there 
is a time to do it, or a time in which it will be done, then it will fol- 
low, that * whatever is, is right,’ in a particular, as well as a gene- 
ral view. It was right for the Jews to put Christ to death! Peter, 
however, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, taught differently : 
he said : * Him being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cruci- 
fied and slain.’’ The purpose of God is always right ; but an agent 
in executing that purpuse, may be awfully wicked! “ He meaneth 
not so, neither doth his heart think so.” 
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To dance, is generally considered as an expression of joy; but not 
always : one writer mentions “ a nation in South America, who dance 
to show their sorrow.” It has been differently viewed in different 
periods of the world. ‘‘ In the early ages of antiquity, they account- 
ed it an exercise becoming persons of honour and wisdom, and as 
such, it was esteemed by the best men.” ‘* Homer calls Meriones 
a fine dancer, and says that the graceful mien and agility which be 
acquired by the exercise, distinguished him above the resi, both in 
the armies of the Greeks and Trojans.’’ ‘* Dancing was in very 
great esteem among the Greeks: even the Lacedemonians encou- 
raged it. The Romans viewed it in a very different light. Cicero 
says of his time: ** At Rome no man dances, unless he is mad or 
drunk.”’ He likewise ‘‘ reproaches Gabinius with having danced.” 
And it is said, that *‘ Domitian excluded several members from the 
senate for no greater offence.” Some of the ancient pagans made 
dancing a part of their religious worship: ‘‘ At Rome, formerly, 
the Salii, who were priests of Mars, danced through the streets in 
honour of their gods.” Among persons favoured with divine reve- 
lation, we have also recorded, many examples of a kind of religious 
dancing. Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, ‘‘ took a tim- 
brel in her hand ; and all the women went out after her with tim- 
brels and dances,”’ at the time the Israelites were miraculously spar- 
ed, and the Egyptians destroyed in the Red sea. 

Jephthah’s daughter, you will likewise recollect, went out to 
meet him with ‘ timbrels and dances.”” In like manner: ‘ when 
David returned from the slaughter of the Philistines, the women 
came out of all the cities of Israel singing and dancing’ Even Da- 
vid himself ‘+ danced’? when he ‘ brought the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-Edom, into the city with gladness.” His pious soul 
upon that deeply interesting occasion, was so elevated that he leaped 
and danced. His was not the effect of any thing light and vain in 
him, but of ardent piety. He was filled with holy joy. _ He, ‘* and 
all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet.” : 

Examples of this sort might be multiplied. The Psalmist says: 
‘**Let them praise his name in the dance’’—* Praise him with the 
timbrel and dance.’’ The marginal reading for dance, is pipe. This 
translation appears very natural, as instrumental music was much 
used under the ancient dispensation. But, admitting the present 
translation to be good, and to be understood literally, we see, at 
once, what is to be the great object of dancing, viz. to praise the 
Lord. The dance must, therefore, be a religious one, and perform- 
ed with a view to the divine glory. If there be any dancing in that 
blessed day, when *‘ holiness unto the Lord, shall be written upon 
the bells of the horses,” it will undoubtedly be performed with 
right views, and right affections, both towards God, and towards his 
creatures ; ‘*T hen shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young 
men, and old men together : for | will turn their mourning into joy, 
and will comfort them, and make them to rejoice from their sorrow.” 
This prophecy, no doubt, was fulfilled in part, when the Jews re- 
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turned from their captivity ; and will have a further accomplishment 
in the millenium : but its full completion will not be realized till the 
triumphant state of the church, when the warfare of the saints shall 
be ended, and the eternal Jubilee commence. 

Dancing, wherever it is mentioned in Scripture, seems to be an 
expression 0: joy ; though not always, of joy in the Lord. Moses 
saw the calf that Aaron had made, and the dancing. Job, in speak- 
ing of the wicked, says: They send forth their little ones like a 
flock, and their children dance. So inthe New Testament: “* When 
Herod’s birth-day was kept, the daughter of Herodius danced before 
them, and pleased Herod.”” In the parable of the prodigal son, it is 
said: ** The elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew 
nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.” And Christ, in 
speaking of the stupid generation in the day of his humanity, says: 
«It is like anto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto 
their fellows, and saying, we have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced.” 

You will readily perceive that there is very little in any of the 
foregoing passages to aid us in deciding the question, ts it right to 
dance? To dance, abstractly considered, seems to have nothing in 
it good or bad, any more than to walk, to ride, or to sail. Its mo- 
rality, or immorality, must be determined from the time, place, and 
circumstances. under which it takes place, and the motives with 
which it is performed. What would be very proper and innocent 
under some circumstances, would be very improper and criminal 
under others. A student who has been poring over his books till 
his nervous system has lost all its elasticity, may, with as much pro- 
priety dance to restore its tone, as jump a rope or strike a ball; 
while any such exercise seems out of character in a man leading an 
active life, who daily finds as much useful business as he has strength 
to perform. It may also be often necessary for a nervous invalid 
to dance ; while it would be quite unnecessary and inexpedient for 
the same person in health. 

To dance, however, merely for vain recreation, in mixed company, 
especially at late hours of the night, according to general practice, is, 
in my view, not only inexpedient, but unlawful and criminal. It has 
a peculiar tendency to fascinate the young, gay, and thoughtless, and 
to render them more light and trifling than they would otherwise 
be. It greatly exposes their health, by depriving them of regular 
sleep, and subjecting them to sudden colds. Many of the consump- 
tions which carry young and delicate females to the grave, may 
probably be traced to this source. 

There are other serious objections to this practice. Ordinarily 
there is no family religion maintained in the house where the dance 
or ball is held ; therefore, there will be little or no restraint laid 
upon the levity of the youthful guests. But, admitting that this duty 
were generally performed, the dance is directly calculated to inter- 
rupt it; and were there no other objection, this, alone, would be 
sufficient. But, this is not all. The dancing party are all prevent- 
ed from attending family worship, in the houses to which they 
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severally belong. Could you look into their homes at the stated 
season for gathering around the domestic altar, you would see the 
father and the mother; perhaps a younger brother or sister, or 
asolitary servant! What an insult this to the Majesty of Heaven 
and Earth! He is robbed by those very families who profess to ho- 
nour him! ’ 

Dancing, in this manner, also tends to make youth value them- 
selves for their dress, activity, and gracefulness, and to make these 
their idols. Intellectual and moral improvements are neglected, 
their consciences are stifled, and all serious thoughts of death, judg- 
ment, and eternity, are put far from their minds. With respect to 
Christ, they practically say : ‘* He hath no form nor comeliness ; 
and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire 
him.”” They very generally follow the example of the Gergerenes, 
who ‘‘ besought him that he would depart out of their coasts.”” They 
at least say to him as Felix did to Paul: ‘* Go thy way for this time ; 
when I have a convenient season, [ will call for thee.” 

It is an omen for good to the rising generation, in this day of fre- 
quent religious revivals, that public dancing is continually losing 
advocates among the pious and most improved part of community. 

The above objections, my daughter, lie against dancing for vain 
recreation—I have some others against dancing schools,* particular- 
ly in country villages ; though they may have the best regulations ; 
the general conduct of the scholars, while under the eye of their 
master, be unexceptionable, and all return home at a seasonable 
hour. It is a species of high life which very ill becomes most of the 
youth in a country village to imitate. Few of them can sustain the 
expense without serious inconvenience. The poor can dance as 
well as the rich; and they love to be noticed. The idea of asso- 
ciating with those whom they have been used to look upon as ele- 
vated above them, materially feeds their vanity, and often leads them 
to an extravagance in dress ill suited to their circumstances. Many 
of the youth who attend these schools, are dependent upon their own 
industry for a support: they cannot, therefore, be justified, upon 





*It was said some children six or seven years old, attended the dancing school 
in » the last season. This is quite in style. It is following the example of a 
large commercial city, whose ladies, to use the words of another, “ dance well, since 
they learn it scientifically, and begin their lessons before they quit their swad- 
dling clothes.” Here is the stepping-stone to many of the errors and miseries of their 
fliture lives. 





Scarce from the nursery freed, our gentle fair, 
Are yielded to the dancing master’s care; 
And e’er the head one mite of sense can gain, 
Are introduced ’mid folly’s frippery train.” 
= * * * bad 


+ * * 


*¢E’en misses, at whose age their mothers wore 
Their back-string and the bib, assume the dress 
Of womanhood, sit pupils in the school 

Of card-devoted time, and night by night 
Plac’d at some vacant corner of the board, 
Learn every trick, and soon play all the game.’’ 
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the common principles of prudence, in aping the rich, in a merely 
ornamental part of education, and, especially, before they are well 
initiated into the solid and useful branches. 

Another evil may result from the formation of unequal attach- 
ments. These may grow and strengthen, where, from difference of 
education, connections, and circumstance in life, an alliance could 
not be formed with much prospect of happiness. Still such alliance 
may take place. The fascinations of the dance are over—the lustre 
of those splendid dresses shines not in all their habitation ; and 
they soon become miserably unhappy. Polite manners, if, indeed, 
they can exist where the mind is uncultivated, and the moral taste 
low, are very likely soon to be exchanged for those which are 
coarse, and, possibly, for disrespect, unkindness, and direct abuse ! 

It may be added, that the money thus expended in dancing, may 
no doubt, be much more wisely appropriated, in promoting both the 
mental and moral improvement of youth ; and to parents, at least, 
this argument should not be unavailing. 

A few years since | lodged a night with Mr. , in the city 
of , a gentleman of fortune and business, and a professed dis- 
ciple of Christ. In the course of the evening he told me that a danc- 
ing school was just opened in the city, which his children at first 
discovered some inclination to attend. He then added: ‘I stated 
to them the expense of the school, and how much might be done 
with the same means to promote the more useful branches of their 
education. The consequence was, that A. said at once, she did not 
choose to attend, in which she was immediately joined by B. and 
C.”—They saw that their real good would be better promoted in 
another way. Would not all children readily see the same, if proper 
pains were taken to instruct them ? Would not many young women be 
easily convinced that a darning and mending school would have a 
greater tendency than a dancing school, to fit them for the various 
stations of their future lives ? 

I know a family of large fortune, who, for many years, generally 
employed a private teacher for their children. The mother, when 
endeavouring to obtain a governess for her daughters, considered 
mending so important a part of female education, as to stipulate that 
one day in a week should be devoted to this useful employment. I 
would add, that she did not neglect this part of her duty, when with- 
out a governess, but incorporated it into her general system of 
management. How would it lessen many of the woes of domestic 
life, if other mothers would follow her excellent example. 

If, after what has been said, any should imagine that their educa- 
tion is already sufficiently advanced, and they still find money to 
spare, is it not more rational, dignified, and religious, to spend it in 
extending the knowledge of Christ, and meliorating the condition of 

the world ? In educating pious young men for the ministry ? In the 
distribution of Tracts and Bibles ? And in sending the heralds of sal- 
vation to our brethren and sisters of the human race, who, even in 
this nineteenth century, are sitting in the region of the shadow of 
death, than to pay it for a dancing master ? Will not such a use of it 
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be more likely to afford peace, when flesh and strength shall fail ; | 
and men shall actually be called upon to give an account of their 
stewardship to God ? lt 
I have something more, my daughter, to say upon the subject of i 
dancing, particularly with respect to those who have bound them- t 
selves to be the Lord’s, which will be reserved for another letter. ‘a 
With much love, &c. &c. Hi) 

I remain your very affectionate Parent. 








For the Christian Herald. 


ZIONS TRIUMPH. 


When darkness draws her mantle o’er the earth ;— 
The cloud-formed curtain of a hemisphere, 
Beneath whose drapery, man, and nature, tired, 
May find a refuge from the toils of day— 

How many minds, with various thoughts oppressed, 
Severely labour through the hours of night! 
Here, on a couch of royalty, and gold, 

The tyrant monarch sleeps ;—or tries to sleep : 
But fearful fancies darting through his brain, 

Drive far away the balmy power of sleep. 

There lies the conscience-stricken murderer. 

He courte repose: but can a murderer rest? 
The maddest ravings of the angry winds, 
Is evening stillness, to the wilder storm, 
Which in his peaceless bosom rages. 
His tortured fancy, in the vacant air 
Sees shapeless spirits, from the world of woe, 
Hovering, like harpies, o’er his guilty soul, 
As if to seize, and hurry it—to hell. 
In yonder cottage, is the man of God, 
Buried in sleep, as placid as the breeze 
That plays so lightly on the sleeping lake. 
Amid the noise, and tumult of the day, 
His thoughts disdain confinement to the earth ; 
Now while he sleeps, his soul to Heaven ascends 
In meditation sweet. Lend me the pen, 
Ye angels! hovering round the good man’s bed, 
Of him who dwelt on Patmos’ hallowed isle, 
To sketch the visions of his raptured soul. 
His fancy bears him to that lonely tower, 
From which Isaiah, standing on its walls, 
Looked down upon the map of distant time, 
And saw the future glory of the church. 
There, from the height on which the prophet stood, 
And gazed, and wondered, prophesied and prayed, 
He gazes down the vale—the darkened vale 
Of dim futurity. 
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Wrapt into future years, before him stands, 
Resplendent Zion, city of our God: 
Her walls salvation, and her gates of praise. 
It was not_yet that mountain of the Lord 
To which the prophet saw all nations flow. 
A little band of citizens there were, 
Who mourned, and wept, to see their city’s walls 
Begirt with foes, insatiate as the grave. 
Their harps, upon the weeping willows hung ; 
Themselves, in mourning drapery were clad. 
Down by the stream, that flows along their walls 
** Fast by the living ‘oracles of God,” 
They sat, and wept, to hear their impious foes 
Profane their city and blaspheme their King. 
But who are they, who impiously dare 
Besiege the City Zion’s God has reared ? 
Here ‘“* Moloch, bloody king,” and all his host, 
And Baal, with his prophets, meet for war. 
Brama and Vishnoo mingle in the train, 
With Jugernaut, and all his countless throng. 
The Indian war-song mingles with the mirth, 
Of Cossack, Tartar, Hottentot, and Turk, 
Yea, all the nations of the earth are there, 
And hell itself is emptied of its hosts, 
To swell the wave of war, that fiercely roars 
Around the base of Zion’s battlements. 
Now do the heathen, and the people rage, 
And kings, and rulers, rise against the Lord. 
But he beholds the maddening, mustering hosts, 
And scorns the wrath that aims its blow so high. 
And while he gazes with an anxious eye, 
He sees, descending from among the stars, 
A host of angels. At the gate, they sing: 
** Lift up your heads! Ye doors everlasting ! 
‘¢ The King of Zion now waits for admission, 
** The Lord of glory comes to fight for you, 
‘««O lift up your heads, and Jehovah will enter.” 
He looked again ; and now the city smiled, 
The dress of mourners met his eye no more, 
The harps were taken from the willow trees, 
And turned to songs of ecstacy and praise. 
Hark! how the music rolls along the streets, 
And rises, pealing, to the upper skies. 
One general wave of joy.sweeps through the city, 
And in its bosom buries every fear. 
How could they fear when Zion’s God was there ? 
One cause of grief remained :—and that removed, 
And earth would be a paradise complete. 
They mourned the folly of their cruel foes. 
Though when they mounted to their temple’s height, 
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Whose star-girt summit overlooks a world, 
They could not tell the number of their bands ; 
Yet countless as they were, they knew their King, 
Within the storehouse of Omnipotence, 
Had magazines of vengeance in reserve, 
To send them headlong down to utter wo. 
But in their souls they felt the moving power 

_ Of Pity, pleading for their stubborn foes ; 
And with united heart, united voice, 
Entreated mercy for a guilty world. 
Behold the sovereign energy of prayer! 
It ne’er, in vain, assails the ear of Heaven. 
For while they prayed, an Angel issued forth, 
To offer pardon to the Pagan host ; 
And calmly flying through the midst of heaven, 
And with a voice that made its arches ring, 
The everlasting Gospel preached to men. 
Before the echo of the Angel’s voice, 
The bloody Baal tumbled to the earth ; 
And Jugernaut fell headlong from his car ; 
And all the idols of the heathen host 
Crumbled, and fell, and vanished into nought, 
Like air-built playthings, by the whirlwind driven. 
The infernal leader, and his angels fled, 
And deeply plunged into the caves of hell. 
Now Zion opens wide her golden gates, 
The hand of brotherhood extends to all, 
And welcomes them to everlasting bliss. 

Such cheering visions fill his busy mind: 
Such raptured prospects yet await the church. 
Sing then, O earth, and praise the living God! 
Ye fields, and flowers, ye valleys, hills, and seas, 
Praise ye the Lord! And thou, O sun and stars, 
Join in the shout of universal praise ! 

Tell all the spheres that roll around your orbs, 

And bid them tell to worlds remoter still, 

That man, the rebel, yet shall worship God. 
I, Ernator. 


_ Rutelligence. 


WESTERN AFRICA.—srerra LEONE. 
(Concluded from page 339.) 
REV. HENRY PALMER. 


In recommending Mr. Palmer to government for the second chaplain- 
cy of the colony, the committee hoped that the experience which he had 
had of various climates, during an active service of some years in the ar- 
my, would have prepared him successfully to encounter that of Sierra Le- 
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one: and in this they would probably not have been disappointed ; but 
the fatal fever which broke out, and which seems to have had no affinity 
with the usual fever of the climate, cut short a life which promised to be 
most valuable to the colony—Mr. Palmer being taken off in less than two 
months after his landing on the 20th of March. His afflicted widow 
writes— 


“ He died, trusting in that blood which cleanseth from all sin. Oh, how 
has he laboured for his Lord since he came to this land of darkness! and 
now he has entered into rest. 


“ At Regent’s Town, where he died—that blessed, highly blessed place— 
he is buried.” 


In the true spirit of Missionaries, neither the dying Christian nor his 
mourning wife repented of going to Africa. 


Some extracts of a letter, written by Mr. Palmer a few days after his 
landing, will be read with peculiar interest— 


“ | was sorry to find, on our arrival, that the Governor had not returned 
from Cape Coast. Mr. Flood received us with the utmost hospitality. He 
has determined to return to England previous to the rains; I trust that re- 
newed health, vouchsafed to him and Mrs. Flood, will enable them to re- 
turn to this sphere of labour. On Sunday last I read prayers for Mr. Flood, 
and addressed a black congregation in the evening, at the Camp: Mrs. Pal- 
mer and I were highly pleased with their attention.” 


On the 31st of March he writes— 


“ On Tuesday the 25th | attended the quarterly meeting of your Mis- 
sionaries and Schoolmasters at Gloucester. I was much pleased with the 
pone of the town, and was more gratified than I can now express. The 

ecoming demeanor and laudable occupations of the inhabitants were visi- 
ble on every side. As I stood alone and surveyed Gloucester, although my 
mind had been much harassed by reflection on the peculiar difficulties of a 
missionary, [ could not but regard the work before me as one that was tru- 
ly worthy of your undertaking, and of the most noble effort of men. 

“ So far as I have already seen, I have been highly gratified. I am sure 
that the most prejudiced, however they might deny the expediency and 
sufficiency of those principles upon which you have acted to produce such 
effects, could not but allow, that a great civil and moral revolution has 
been wrought in the inhabitants of Sierra Leone. 

“T will not say much about health. We trust, that whatever portion is 
granted to us, with it will be given grace sufficient for the day. What 
mountains of difficulty rise before our natural vision! But, if Hannibal, who 
swore eternal war against Rome, smoothed a passage through the Alps, 
how much more may the Christian, on his triumphant march, with a holy 
unction from above, level all impediments! The rainy season may close 
our short career—but we commit all to infinite love and infinite wisdom !” 


Mr. Norman, on the 2d day of May, writes in reference to Mrs. and 
Mr. Palmer— 


“Mrs. Palmer continues with us at present. She is quite well, and in 
excellent spirits: we find ber a most agreeable friend. Mr. Palmer is gen- 
erally in Freetown, as Mr. Flood is getting ready for his voyage. Mr. Pal- 
mer is going to have an afternoon service in the girls’ school in Freetown, 
chiefly for the coloured people. 1 am happy to say that his conduct and 
conversation are just such as you would desire ; and I do hope that God 
will spare him, and make him an instrument of much good.’ 
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But how soon was the prospect changed! Mr. Diiring writes, on the 
14th of May, in relation to Mr. Palmer— 


“The black vomit came on the night previous to his death. He came into 
the mountains in the evening of Sunday the 4th instant, and with the great- 
est difficulty had reached Regent during the time of the evening service ; 
but though I was there keeping service, | did not see him, as he had gone 
to bed quite exhausted. 

“We expected much from Mr. Palmer: but so it must be, that when 
we look more to the means than to the Lord, we must be disappointed.” 


REV. SAMUEL FLOOD. 


It was thought advisable that Mr. and Mrs. Flood, after a residence of 
more than three years in the colony, should return home for a few 
months, particularly as Mrs. Flood’s health was in a very precarious 
state. Mr. Flood accordingly obtained leave of absence; and they em- 
barked on Saturday, the 3d of May. 

Mr. Flood was indisposed at the time of his embarking. . He had been 
attacked with fever on the preceding day, but it was hoped that the sea 
air would restore him. This hope was, however, not to be realized. The 
time of his departure was at hand. We shall copy Mrs. Flood’s account 
of the closing scene— 


“ As soon as we got on board my husband was obliged to go to bed. 
The next day, Sunday, | thought him somewhat better, though the fever 
was not abated. He did not complain of any pain, nor do I think that he 
apprehended any danger till Monday morning, when I heard him giving 
directions to a young man whom we brought with us, respecting some 
things which he wished him to attend to in case of his death. I immedi- 
ately said to him, ‘I am afraid you apprehend some danger,’ and expressed 
my hope that he would tell me what he thought of himself. He said, * It 
is impossible to say how the fever may terminate; but I think this sickness 
is unto death,’ and added, that | must prepare for the worst and hope for 
the best. He endeavoured to console me with many precious promises, 
and said, ‘I am assured that the Lord will not forsake you,’ reminding 
me of his goodness to us during the last three years. He said, ‘I know if 
the Lord is about to take me, it will be for my good and His own glory. 
Forget not to pray for me: perhaps the Lord may hear prayer, and adda 
few years to my life.’ 

* On Tuesday morning, between one and two o’clock, he was seized 
with hiecough, which is a presage of death. | requested, therefore, to be 
taken to him, as I was anxious to know the state of his mind in the pros- 
= of his departure. I asked him how he felt himself: he said, ‘ I know 

am going.’ I then asked ‘ Are you happy ?’ He answered, ‘at times my 
sins, both of omission and commission, distress me; but, I trust, that 
through the merits of my Saviour, all will be well.’ Seeing me much af- 
fected, he desired me not to weep, and said the Lord would be my, hus- 
band, and that we should be separated but for a short time. He then took 
my hands between his own,(which were as cold as death,) and prayed 
most affectionately and fervently that the Lord would support me, and be 
with me in all my trials. His faith appeared strong in the promises, parti- 
cularly those whieh are applicable to the widow. After praying that the 
Lord would be with him, and conduct him safely through the dark val- 
ley of the shadow of death, he took a final leave of me. 

“ For several hours after, he was somewhat delirious. All that he said 
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referred to the people among whom he had laboured, and was expressive 
of earnest desires for their salvation. 

“ He died about half past six on Tuesday morning, the 6th of May, three 
days after we went on board.” 


We subjoin some extracts from Mr. Flood’s letters, which display his 
views and feelings with reference to his sacred office. In May 1822, he 
wrote— 


“So much devolves upon me, that, at times, I feel discouraged, and 
were it not for the goodness of Jehovah, who has again and again lifted up 
the hands that hung down, and strengthened the feeble knees, I must have 
fainted ; but, blessed be his holy name! He hath hitherto helped me; and 
on aim He hath caused me to put my trust for future aid. 

“Freetown is so rapidly increasing, in extent and population, that it 
would now supply more than sufficient employment for four missionaries 
and two chaplains. 

“ Oh pray for me! pray that more wisdom and more grace may be giv- 
en me, to make full proof of my ministry, to be truly useful in my day and 
generation, and to choose rather to suffer with the people of God than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.’ / 


In the prospect of his return, he writes on the 13th of March last— 


“T can truly say, that no inducement would draw us from this place if 
we suppose that we should therein be acting contrary to the will of our hea- 
venly Father. He has caused His goodness so to abound towards us, that 
it would be the height of ingratitude in us to do any thing, or to act in any 
Way concerning ourselves, that would displease Him. We do love Him, 
we trust, and therefore we study conformity to His will. Permit us, then, 
to solicit, at this time, a special interest in your prayers.” 


On the 2d of April he adds— 


“ Our long expected coadjutor has now safely arrived. On the 2ist ult. 
Ihad the pleasure of meeting both Mr. and Mrs. Palmer, on board the 
Owen Glendower, quite well. They accompanied me on shore, and re- 
mained at our house till the evening of the 28th, when they went into the 
house prepared for their reception. They seem quite pleased with the 

lace, and are very desirous of being useful. I trust that they will both 
be spared to be abundantly so, and to see the pleasure of the Lord prosper- 
ing in their hands. I feel thankful, | trust, to Almighty God, for having, 
in His good providence, directed hither persons so truly devoted to His 
service, and so adequate to the situation which He has called them to fill. 
We hope that their bodies will be prepared to meet every shock of the 
climate, and that their minds will be kept, through the influences of the 
blessed Spirit, stayed upon God.” 


No narrative, perhaps, ever more loudly proclaimed “ In the midst of 
life we are in death!” The colony has thus been deprived of both its 
chaplains, and the Mission of two promising labourers and of one of its 
most tried and devoted friends. Who may yet survive, and what may be 
the condition of the survivors, we must wait, in patience and submission, 
to hear. We heartily concur, in the mean while, in the sentiments of the 
many friends who have expressed their affectionate sympathy with the 
society and its sufferers. We shall quote one of these communications, 
which has just reached us— 


“ My heart is bowed down by the heavy intelligence from Sierra Leone. 
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May the Lord sustain your faith, and give you courage to go forward. 
May multitudes press forward to fill up our thinned ranks! I weep not for 
the dead, but for the living. May the Great Shepherd look mercifully on 
them and on you !” 


FAITH AND COURAGE OF THE SURVIVORS. 


It is highly encouraging to find that He, who knoweth whereof we are 
made, and remembereth that we are but dust, mercifully answers such 
desires as those which we have just quoted, and inspires His servants 
with faith and courage needful for their day. Mr. Nylander, after stating 
the sickness and deaths which had occurred, and in the noble spirit of a 
Christian warriour, whose heroism is mainly seen in enduring a great 


fight of affictions— 


“Let this be enough of our distress and trouble. 

“ Blessed be the name of the Lord! who has hitherto dealt in mercy 
with us. Mr. and Mrs. Vaughan are well, very useful, and much respect- 
ed. May the Lord preserve them! 

“J was asked if [I should not like to go to Europe at this time of dis- 
tress? Africa is my station, and [ shall not move an inch to escape death. 
There cannut be a more honourable death than that of the late Rev. Mr. 
Palmer. Had he died in the battle of Waterloo, when he fought there, he 
would have died as a brave soldier, in the service of his king and country, 
and his death would have been counted honourable; but here he died in 
the battle which he had begun to fight in the service of the King of all kings 
and Lord of all lords, and nothing less than a crown of eternal glory, 
which fadeth not away, is his reward. 

“ Let none of our friends be discouraged at the distressing news which 
I am obliged to tell you. As long as the Lord Jehovah reigns, send mis- 
sionaries, send chaplains—men sincerely devoted to the service of God. 
They must have nothing in view in Africa but the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls purchased with Jesus’ blood ; and then all will be well. 

“ May the Lord teach us to number our days, and enable us to apply our 
hearts unto wisdom! and may He give you grace not to be weary in 
sending out labourers into the vacancies of Africa. Continue to pray 
for us.” 


One of the widows writes— 


** He, who cannot err, whose love to His people never can fail, has seen 
fit to take my beloved husband to Himself. And can I reply against God? 
I cannot—I will not. It is well—the hour was come, and His name was 
glorified. Oh, may I still glorify my God! convineed that this is one of 
those aut things that shall work together for good. God is a very present 
help in trouble. Such have I found Him; and, as His promises are sure, 
such shall I find Him.” 


In a subsequent letter this Christian woman adds— 


“It is a trying time. Happy are they who know the Lord—who are 
depending simply for acceptance on the blood of Jesus. As long as his word 
is sure, they are safe. 

“ Much as I have suffered here, I would joyfully remain, could I see it 
to be right to do so. The schools are most interesting; they were my 
husband’s delight. 

“ When we reflect on the sufferings of our Great Head, how light is 
our affliction! And, after all, though this may truly be styled the Land of 
Death, it is a Land of Blessedness. In many places the pure gospel of 
Christ is preached. 

C. Heracp, No. 237. 47 
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* Oh, if you could see the villages here, you would indeed bless the 
God that worketh wonders. The morning we rode to Regent we were 
quite overcome. The romantic little Gloucester delighted us, but the hap- 
py, happy Regent led us to the foot of the Cross! We could only say 
to each other, ‘ What hath GOD wrought!’ It is, indeed, a highly favour- 
ed spot. Some happy moments have | spent there, and my ‘ flesh’ would 
say unhappy moments too: but no! the will of God must not cause me 
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er my christian love to the missionary indeed, Mr. Johnson.” 


* Mr. Diring, in reference to the loss of lives, writes on the 14th of 
May— 


“The seventh chapter of Judges is very applicable to the present 
state of this mission, and has much engaged my mind. In Freetown 
the mortality is still great, the deaths are by the Yellow Fever; but 
it is pretty well ascertained that it is not infectious. We have been troubled 
on every side, yet not distressed—perpleaed, but not in despair.” 


——____— 


NEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY. 

By the kind assistance of an active Teacher, we are enabled to 
present to our readers a tolerably correct statement of the number 
of scholars and conductors in connexion with this Union, as reported 
by the respective Superintendents, on the 15th of Ociober. 1823, 
Schools Nos. 2 and 7 are at present suspended, leaving 49 with 3038 
scholars, under the care of 789 Superintendents, Visiters, and T each- 
ers. In some of the schools there will appear to be a large propor- 
tion of Conductors, compared to the number of scholars ; but it 
must be remembered, that the visiters usually do not- have charge of 
classes, their time being wholly occupied in visiting absentees, and 
seeking new scholars. ; 

We have added a Table showing the number of scholars under the 
care of the ‘‘ Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Sociéty,” at the 
same date, by which it appears there was 1473 ; if to these we add 
2570, the number reported by the ‘“‘ Female Union Society”? on the 
22d of April, 1823, we have the sum total of 7081 scholars under 
the care of the three societies above named. By a comparison of 
the number of scholars, with the population of the city, (130,000,) 
there will appear to be one scholar to 18,359 inhabitants. The read- 
er will judge whether more schools are needed. [See Table on the 
next page. | 


{(>~ The Superintendents and Teachers of the New-York Sunday 
School Union, are respectfully requested to hand in, at the next 
meeting of the ‘‘ General Association of Teachers,” (on the 19th 
inst.) the names of all the Teachers in their respective schools, for 
the purpose of forming a more intimate and friendly intercourse be- 
tween those engaged in the same good work, whereby it is hoped the 
cause may be advanced. 
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NUMBER OF SCHOLARS, &c. ON THE 15TH OF OCTOBER, 1823, 





| No. of School. 


1 


3 
4 
5 
6 
8 
9 


Church att ached to. 


Location. 


Superintend.’s Names. 


‘s. 


No. of Scho- 








South Dutch church. 
Brick Presbyterian. 
Seuth Baptist. 
Presb. ch. in Cedar-st. 
Asso. Dutch churches. 
Methodist, in John-street. 
Presbyterian, in Pearl-st. 
St. George’s church. 
Baptist, Mulberry-street. 
Baptist, Oliver-street. 
Do. do. 
Murray-street church, 
Dutch ch. in Franklin-st. 
Presbyterian, Spring-st. 
St. Stephen’s church. 
Presb. ch. in Provost-st. 
Presbyterian, Rutgers-st. 
Presbyterian, Sheriff-st. 
Presb. at Greenwich. 
Presbyterian, in Allen-st. 


3|Baptist ch. in Vandam-st. 


St. George’s church. 
Methodist, Allen-street. 
Presbyterian, Broome-st 
Methodist, Forsyth-st. 

Do. Crosby-st. 
Baptist, Delancy-street. 
Presb. ch. Vandewater-st. 
Do. Orange-street. 
Baptist ch. Mulberry-st. 
Methodist, Duane-street. 
St. George's church. 


Mariner’s church. 

African Baptist church in 
Anthony-street. 

Methed. Nicholas Wm. st. 

Presb. Brick church, 

No report. 

Market-street church. 

Af. Zion ch. Church-st. 

Method. ch. Chrystie-st. 


Rev. Mr. Bruen’s church. 
Dutch church, corner of 

Green and Houston-sts. 
Method. ch. Elizabeth-st. 


Ref, D. ch. at Greenwich. 
Epis. ch. in Grand-st. 


No. 10 Garden-street. 
Engine house, Rose-st. 
In the church. 

No, | Thames-street. 
Free seh. c. Ann & Nas. 
Free sch. No. 1 Chatham. 
Corner of Wm. & Duane. 
Cliff-st. school room. © 
Delphi sch. room, Chat. 
Sch. room under the ch. 
Do. do, do. do. 
Lecture room, Warren-st. 


Sch. room, Dominick-st. 
Lecture room. 

Sch, room under the ch. 
Free school in Henry-st. 
Corlaer’s Hook. 

C. Hammond & Asylum. 
No. 28 Orchard-street. 

In the church. 

Corner of Ferry & Pearl. 
Free school, Rivington-st, 
Free school, Mott-street. 
Forsyth-street. 

Wesleyan Seminary. 

C. Chrystie & Delancey, 
Session room. 

In the church. 


Lect. room under the ch. 
No. 31 Gold-street. 

At Manhattan Island. 
Lecture room. 


In the church. 
Bowery Village academy. 
No. 9 Frankfort-street. 


Lecture room, 

In the church. 

School room. 

Mr. Carter’s acad. Mulb. 
C. Bleecker & Elizabeth. 


C. of Prince & Wooster. 
In the church, 


Lecture room. 
No. 404 Grand-street. 
At Fort Lee. 








? 


C. R. Dissosway. 
R. S. Gosmaa. 
Fred. T. Peet. 
John Hazlett. 
Thos. Garniss. 
Wm. Colgate. 
J. Denison, Jun. 
Henry Camerden. 
W. A. Temlinson. 
H. P. Robertson. 
A. Dougherty. 
Wm. Tuthill. 
J.B. Baldwin. 
T. Pringle. 

. L. Kennedy. 

. W. Seton. 

. A. Guion. 

. Haff. 

. Bull. 
A. C. Wheeler. 
M. Smith. 
3. Pike. 
Wm. Woram. 
James Bryson. 
Henry Duvis. 
Jas. B. Oakley. 
J. H. Taylor. 
John Budd. 
J.P. Haven, 
* 
John Gray. 
Thes. Cook. 
E. Ellsworth. 


W. R. Thompson, 
Lane Hall. 

H. Worrall. 

Jos. Carter. 


Arnont Brown, 
Jos. Piggott. 


J. Limberger. 
John Dick. 





Total, 
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PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY. 





Scholars. Teachers. — 





Male. | Fem. | Totai.| Male. , Fem. 
St. John’s Chapel. : ; - | 220) 169) 389 


Zion Charch . > . : ; 130} 140| 270 
St. Luke’s Church . ‘ > ‘ 90} 100} 190 
St. Paul’s Chapel . : ‘ ° 75| 100) 175 
St. Mark’s Church . , , ; 50} 40) 190 
Christ Church, Anthony-street . ° 74| 50) 124 


Grace Church . . ; : : »| 70) 70 
Grace and Trinity, Asso. Male School 40; ,,/ 40 
Trinity Church ° ° ‘ ; 55| 55 





St. Phillip’s Church . : . ° 40| 30] 70 »» | Col'd. 

















Total, | 719| 754114731 83] 109 








SYNOD OF NEW-YORK. 


Our readers will recollect, that at the last meeting of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the Synod of New-York and 
New-Jersey was divided, and two Synods formed ; one to be denomi- 
nated the Synod of New-York, and the other the Synod of New-Jer- 
sey. Both Synods met on the 2Ist of October, the former in the 
Presbyterian church in Wall-street, in this city, and the latter at 
Newark, New-Jersey. 

The sessions of the Synod of New-York were opened on Tuesday 
morning, with a sermon by the Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, D. D. from 
Colos. iv. 17. The introduction was employed in stating the doctrine 
of responsibility in its application to all the relations of life, but par- 
ticularly the relation the Christian ministry sustains to the Head of 
the chusch. The Doctor’s divisions were, 

J, The nature of the ministry. 

II. Import of this ministry being received in the Lord. 

lil. That the ministry thus received must be fulfilled; and 

IV. That in order to that fulfillment, ministers must be vigilant. 

After discussing at length these points, the preacher addressed the 
Synod, and observed that its situation was at once auspicious, and ap- 
palling—auspicious, in view of the great increase of ministers and 
churches within the bounds of the Synod, in a short space of time— 
appalling on account of the responsibility which rests upon its mem- 
bers. The first of these positions was illustrated by the recital of 
many interesting facts. The first Presbyterian church in this city 
was erected (in Wall-street) in 1719. In 1756 a part of the church 
and congregation seceded, and the Rev. Dr. Mason (the elder) be- 
came their pastor. Notwithstanding this secession, the congregation 
was greatly increased, and it became necessary to erect another 
church. This place of worship, styled the ‘* Brick Church,’ was 
completed in 1768. The Rutgers-street Church was opened for 
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worship in 1798 ; the Cedar-street Church in 1808 ; the Fifth Pres- 
byterian Church in Orange-street was built in 1809 ; and the [sixth,] 
Spring-street Church, in 18:0. There are now in the city 17 Pres- 
byterian congregations. One of the facts to which the Dr. alluded, 
and which we heard with peculiar interest, was, that the representa- 
tives of the church in Cedar-street, under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. R. B. E. M’Leod, that day took their seats as members of the 
same Ecclesiastical Judicatory, withthe members of the same church, 
and in the same place (Wall-street) from which their predecessors 
had, 67 years before, seceeded. . 

The Synod, which, though it originally extended its jurisdiction 
over the entire states of New-York and New-Jersey, and was com- 
posed of 55 ministers and 4 Presbyteries, after having so far increas- 
ed in the space of 33 years, as to render the formation of 24 new 
Presbyteries necessary, was still left on the late division, and in a 
very smail part of the states over which it originally extended, com- 
posed of 5 Presbyteries. 74 Ministers, and 76 Congregations. 

The appalling considerations which ought to affect the minds of 
the members of Synod were, the solemn responsibility devolving 
upon them ; the little good produced by preaching, compared to the 
mighty effort; the erroneous construction put upon the conduct 
of ministers, &c. ; the uncertainty of their success. The Rey. Dr. 
did not call upon his brethren to be successful—he called upon them 
to be faithful—success may follow, he remarked, or it may not; it 
does not always; it did not in the days of Christ or his apostles. 
The Saviour exclaimed, ‘‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often. 
would | have gathered thy children together, &c. and ye would not !” 
He concluded with an earnest recommendation of faithful public 
preaching, of personal appeals to the conscience in family visitation, 
and of prayer. 

The Rev. Ezra Fisxz, of Goshen, was chosen Moderator, and the 
Rev. Samvuet H. Cox, and the Rev. Mr. Conprr, Clerks. 

The second day of the session was occupied with ordinary busi- 
ness. On Thursday evening the Synodical Prayer Meeting was 
held, and the report on the state of religion within the bounds of the 
Synod was read, several prayers offered, and hymns sung. The 
Rev. Dr. Mac Auley addressed the meeting, and in the course of his 
remarks alluded to Edwards’ account of Revivals, commencing about 
eighty years ago, and spreading through Scotland, England, Ireland, 
America, Geneva, &c. 

The sessions of Synod were closed on Friday, and they adjourned, 
to hold the next annual meeting in the Rev. Mr. M‘Leod’s church 
in Cedar-street. 








Narrative of the State of Religion within the bounds of the Synod 
of New-York. 


The Synod of New-York, in preparing a narrative of the state of 
religion in the churches under their care, commence with an 
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earnest expression of gratitude to their ever-living and adorable 
Saviour and Mediator, that he has not forsaken his heritage, nor 
forgotten the work of his hands ; that he preserves, by his Almighty 
presence, the flock he has purchased with bis own blood, notwith- 
standing the weakness and waywardness of the sheep of his pasture, 
and the craft and cruelty of the wolves that raven around the fold ; 
and that, however the inclination to unbelief and discouragement 
may be exceeding great, when the flesh and blood of the under-shep- 
herds are remembered, and the enthralments of temptation which 
are around His visible members are observed ; yet is their confi- 
dence in the source of vital influences unabated, and their assurance 
unchanged, that hereafter from Him in whom is the spirit without 
measure, there shall be an effusion which will convert the most 
desolate, depraved regions, into the garden of God. During the 
many years past, upon which they cast. a glance at the opening of 
this report, the Synod would gratefully acknowledge, that their as- 
cended and all-powerful Lord has not left all that his preached gos- 
pel and divine ordinances, and accompanying Spirit are to effect, to 
be matters of faith and visions of prophecy ; and they proceed to 
narrate what is recorded history, and in reference to the increase 
of our churches, may ask all our brethren to exclaim, in devout 
admiration, ‘* What hath God wrought!” 

Such an expression especially becomes them at this juncture, 
when the growth of the churches formerly under the care of the 
Synod of New-York and New-Jersey has been such as to cause a 
separation in that body, and the formation of two independent Sy- 
nods. Not the straitness of the land, but the density of the popula- 
tion has led to this amicable division ; and it seems important that 
this circumstance should be distinctly adverted to, as the present 
is the first meeting ever held by the Synod of New-York. Although 
we have become two bands, we each surname ourselves by the 
name of the God of Israel, and we rejoice that in the kind provi- 
dence of the King in Zion, it has become necessary to form two 
camps, where, not long ago, the militant church set up the standard 
of the Cross with numbers less than the three hundred in the com- 
pany of Gideon. May each Synod prove, by deeds of valour in the 
service of the Lord of hosts, that God is in the midst of us of a truth; 
and by a continual advance into the wilderness before us, which 
is the possession of the enemy of mankind, that we are all following 
the moving pillar of cloud and fire, and are never to rest till the 
whole land be possessed, and an inheritance in Jerusalem secured. 

The Synod gladly report, that they find many proofs of such an 
advance ; however the standard bearers sometimes faint when pur- 
suing, or the church, bat partially sanctified, fails to make the glory 
of the Lord exclusively its rearward. 

This Synod, since the separation, is composed of five Presbyteries, 
and seventy-four ministers, and seventy-seven congregations, In re- 
ference to which the following particulars are to be noticed. They 
in the first place deplore, that in narrowing down their field of oh- 
servation withio the limits of the past year, it becomes their duty to 
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report, that great coldness has pervaded most of their charches, little 
effect from a preached gospel been manifest, and little fruit reaped in 
proportion to the seed sown. It follows from this fact, that all the 
churches are now called to humiliation, and fasting, and prayer, that 
the things which*remain and are ready to die may be strengthened, 
and things that are not, bring to nought thing’ that are. 

In the Presbytery of Long Island there is much to lament in the 
little power which the church has exerted upon the world around, or 
upon its own members, in proportion to what might have been ex- 
pected from former experience of the Lord’s mercies. In general, 
the preaching of the Word, the administration of the ordinances, the 
catechetical instruction of the children, societies for social prayer, 
and religious and charitable associations, have all been continued, 
yet there has not been that increase in this Presbytery which the fer- 
menting nature of the leaven of truth leads us to anticipate. A 
cloud rests upon churches, where we have, in former times, gladly 
reported, that the Spirit descended in showers of blessing. We find, 
however, an omen for good in the lamentations which the Synod has 
heard from the members of that Presbytery, and in the fact that their 
eyes have not become so accustomed to the darkness as not to miss 
the light, nor their hearts too heavy to implore a refreshing from 
God’s presence. The Presbytery very wisely selected the most 
effectual means to obtain those best gifts they covet earnestly. In 
September last they appointed a day on which the churches should 
assemble, to pray for a revival of God’s work in the midst of them ; 
the consequence of which has been highly beneficial. The activity 
of the ministers has been increased, the attention of the people ex- 
cited, and the eyes of all are directed to the heavens, whence com- 
eth their help. 

The Synod would embrace this occasion to enforce upon the ob- 
servance of their churches the imitation of this example. The 
prayer of two is prevalent in heaven ; a three-fold cord is not easily 
broken ; the cry of a whole church will not fail to reach the ears of 
the Lord of Sabaoth, when it has no other object bat to implore 
that he would glorify his name and save sinners, and is founded upon 

no other appeal than the divine covenant that he will enlarge Zion, 
~ and make the place of his feet glorious, and cause an innumerable 
multitude to wash their garments white in the blood of the Lamb. 
We would solemnly recommend periods of fasting and prayer to be 
appointed, not only by Presbyteries but by individual churches, in 
which they mightily entreat the Lord, and ‘* give Him no rest till he 
establisheth Zion, till he make her a name and a praise in all 
the earth.”” We say to our churches, that there be some devils 
which go not out but by fasting and prayer ; and some clouds which 
pass not away but by patient intercession ; and some blessings which 
come not without long waiting : ‘‘the husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and the latter rain ;”” and, therefore, if the night 
be as dark af Jacob found it at the ford Jabbok, abstain not from 
wrestling ; the angel of the covenant is not far away ; the day will 
come soon, and then you “ will name the place Peniel.”’ 
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Of the state of religion within the bounds of the Presbytery of 
Hudson, the Synod can make no very favourable report. The 
churches in this district have grown, yet in small measure, and the 
accessions fall far short of what the zeal and affectionate interest of 
the pastors desire. Except in Goshen, where more than ordinary 
attention has been exhibited, there is much coldness, and we can only 
find in the general habits of attention to the preaching of the Word, 
and duties of family devotion among christians, and instruction of the 
youth, what proves to us that God is yet present with these his 
servants. . 

In the Presbytery of North River, the Synod find much the same 
state of things which is reported by the Presbytery just mentioned. 
It is added only, that the sabbath-school in Newburgh has been re- 
markably numerous, and we hope the seed of eternal life has not only 
been scattered over a large surface, but sunk into some precious 
hearts. 


' 


(To be continued.) 
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Union Prayer Meeting —The monthly Union Prayer Meeting will be held in the 
Mariners’ Church, on Tuesday next, at half past three o’clock in the afternoon. 
The Committee affectionately invite a general attendance at these meetings. The 
object is one in which all are deeply interested—it is to offer uniled, special prayer 
to God, that he would grant to the churches, and congregations, and people of this 
city, the gifts of his Hoty Spirit, that pure and undefiled religion may prevail 
among us. 

General Association of Teachers—The Superintendents and Teachers of the 
different schools are requested to attend a meeting of the Association of Teach- 
ers, on Wednesday evening, the 19th inst. at seven o’clock precisely, in the school 
room under the New Lutheran Church in Walker-street. 

The discussion of the question “‘ what are the best means of influencing pa- 
rents to patronize Sunday Schools, and to co-operate with Sunday school ‘Teach- 
ers,” will be continued, and the following proposed for discussion: “* What method 
would be most likely to retaip the elder scholars within the influence of Sunday 
school instruction.” 

The Synod of New-Jersey opened their first meeting since the division of the 
* Synod of New-York and New-Jersey,” in Newark, on Tuesday of last week. 
The introductory sermon was delivered bythe Rev. John Woodhull, D.D. of Freehold, 
who is in his 81st year. His venerable appearance—his animated and audible de- 
livery—the excellence of the matter, and his pious fervour, combined to make him 
one of the most interesting men we have ever witnessed in the pulpit. Cent. 

“« Vindication of Mrs. Judson.”’—We have seen the statements concerning “ the 
extravagance of Mrs. Judson’s dress,” which have been the rounds of anti-mission- 
ary papers and magazines, but did not deem it necessary to notice them until a 
few days ago, when we received a “ circular” entitled “ Vindication of Mrs. Jud- 
son.” We cannot conceive it necessary now to publish this circular entire, (indeed 


we have not room at present,) but te state, on the authority of the committee ap- 
pointed by the Boston Baptist Association, consisting of “‘ Thomas Baldwin, Lu- 
cius Bolles, Daniel Sharp, George Keely, and Ensign Lincoln,” by whom the vin- 
dication is signed, and who composed the committee of investigation, that there is 
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no foundation for “the reports which have been circulated concerning the extra- 
yagance of Mrs. Judson’s dress.” While Mrs. Judson was in this city, we had not 
the pleasure of seeing her, but from the testimony of two most respectable persons 
who knew Mrs. Judson while in India,as well as from the sentiments of many 
others not likely to be deceived in forming a just estimate of female character, we 
are led to believe that “in no instance did they see any thing in her deportment 
or apparel, which did not accord with that modesty, simplicity, and plainness, 
which becometh women professing godliness.” 

Ordination.—On the 6th ef August, Mr. C. R. Duffie, of this city, was ordained 
deacon, and the Rev. G. W. Doane, Priest, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart. The 
Rev. Mr. Berrian delivered an exhortation. 

Princeton College-—The Rev. James Carnnanan, D. D. was inaugurated Presi- 
dent of this institution on the 6th of August. 

United Foreign Missionary Society——The Missionary Register for October states, 
that this Society have established a mission at Mackinaw, in the territory of Michi- 
gan. The Rev. William M. Ferry has been appointed Superintendent of the mis- 
sion. “On the 5th of September he and his wife passed through Albany on their 
way to their destination. Mr. F. is instructed to open a school for Indian children 
as soon as practicable.” This is an important siation. A friend informed us, not 
long ago, that between 4000 and 5000 Indians visit this place in the course of the 
summer. It is resorted to by a large number of fur traders. The village of Mack- 
inaw is situated onan island of the same name, in the straits which connect lakes 
Huron and Michigan. 

A mission, established by the Nurthern Missionary Society, at Fort Graciat, [or 
Gratiot,] on the river St. Clair, about one mile below the outlet of lake Huron, has 
been transferred to this society. “ It embraces at present one male and two female 
teachers, and a school of about 15 or 20 Indian children.” 

‘“« This extension of the society’s operations will require a proportionate augmen- 
tation of their funds. To the liberality of the friends of Indian missions, controlled 
by the influence of Divine Grace, they look with confidence for the requisite means 
to carry on their missionary labours with promptitude and energy.” 

On Tuesday evening, October 21, a special meeting of the Society was held in 
the Brick Church, to hear the report of the Commissioners, (the Rev. Drs. Mille- 
doler and Spring,) appointed to visit the missionary stations in this state. The chair 
was taken by the Hon. 8. Van Rensselaer, LL. D. President, and the meeting 
epened with prayer by the Rev, Samuel H. Cox. Dr. Milledoler read the report, 
which was exceedingly interesting, and shall have an early notice in our pages. 
After the report was read, Mr. Lewis, Secretary, made a few remarks, and was 
followed by the Rev. Drs. Romeyn, Mac Auley, Mr. Cox, and Dr. Spring. A col- 
lection of $200 was taken up for the society, 

American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews.—Ata stated meeting 
of the board, on Tuesday last, Mr. Erastus H. Simon, and Mr. Frederick Gusta- 
vus Primker, who have recently arrived from Germany, were introduced to the 
Directors by the Foreign Secretary, ‘They, with Mrs. Simon, sailed from Rotter- 
dam on the 22d of August last, and arrived at Boston on the 8th of September. 

The Rev. Mr. Frey sailed for Charleston, S.C. last week, where he intends to 
spend the winter in teaching Hebrew. The board of the A. S. M. C. J. have ap- 
pointed him to an agency in behalf of that society, to commence on the first day 
of May next, : 

_Boston.—We are informed that nearly 250 persons have been united to four 
churches in Boston and Charleston since the revival commenced there, and that 
there “ are still many inquirers.” The Boston Recorder of the 23d August stated 
the number admitted, and propounded for admission to the four orthodox congrega- 
tional churches, to be 233; and that a late inquiry meeting “ afforded additional 
evidence of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.” 

dams.—The same paper states that about 100 have recently joined the Baptist 
church in this town. 

Protestant Episcopal Church, New- York.—The annual convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the Diocess of New-York, was opened in Trinity Church, 
in this city, on the 2ist of October. The prayers of the church were read by the 
Rev. Joun Brown, of Newburgh, and the sermon was preached by the Rev. Prof. 
Daniet M’Donatp, D. D. of Geneva, from Jeremiah, iii. 15, on the duties of the 
Christian Ministry. The sacrament of the Lord's supper wds administered by 
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the Rev. W. Harris, D. D. President of Columbia College, assisted by several 
Presbyters. The convention then proceeded to organize, and the Rev. Dr. Harris 
was elected President, (the Bishop being absent,) and the Rev Bens. T. OnpEr- 
ponK, Secretary. Seven new churches were received into union with the Con- 
vention. Morning prayer was celebrated on Wednesday, by the Rev. A. P. Proat, 
of Schenectady. The Bishop’s address was read, and the ordinary business of the 
convention concluded. On Thursday morning the Rev. James Mrnor, D. D, 
Rector of St. George's, preached a sermon in Trinity Charch, from Colos. iii. 14, 
and a collection was taken up to aid the funds of the Corporation for the relief of 
the widows and children of deceased Clergymen in this Diocess. 

In our next we shall endeavour to give some notice of the state of religion within 
the bounds of the Diocess. 

Classis of New-York.—The semi-annual meeting of this Classis was held in this 
city the past week. The sermon was preached by the Rev. P. 1. Van Pelt, of Sta- 
ten-Island. Application was made to the Classis by two new congregations to be 
organized ; one of them, the coloured members of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
and tthe other one, now under the care of the Rev. Mr. M‘Lean, worshipping in 
the new brick church at the corner of Broome and Green-streets. 


WOTICHS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Elements of Chaldee Language—intended as a Supplement to Hebrew Gram- 
mars: and as a general introduction to the Aramean Dialects, by the Rev. 
Dr. Harris, professor of Hebrew at Hoxton Academy, Eng. has just been published 
by D. A. Borrenstein, New-York. 

Scholefield’s Letier to the Earl of Liverpool has just been published by Haven, 
who has the other pamphlets on the Bible Society controversy, by Mr. Norris, Mr. 
Jay, and the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart. [See advertisement on the cover. ] 

Griscom’s Year in Europe—Two 8vo. volumes, have lately been published, enti- 
tled, “ A Year in Europe, in 1819 and 1820,” by Professor Griscom, of this city. 
We have rarely met with two volumes of travels more interesting than the profes- 
sor’s, judging from a hasty perusal. His statements and observations on the great 
variety of subjects which pass under review, will be greatly valued from the 
known correctness and integrity of the author. 

Sermons.—Dr. Nathaniel Emmons has lately published a volume of “ Sermons 
on various subjects of Christian Doctrine and Duty.” 

New Poems.—A small volume of poems entitled, “ Evangelical Review of Mo- 
dern Genius, or Truth and Error contrasted,” by Mrs. Simon; is in press, and 
will shortly be published by Mr. Borrenstein. The profits of this work will be devoted 
to the Am Soc. for Mel. Cond. of the Jews.—Also, in press, and soon to be pub- 
lished by the same gentleman, “ Poetical Miscellany ; being a collection of short 
poems, peculiarly adapted to impress on the youthful mind the most exalted senti- 
ments of morality, religion, and virtue.” 

Erskine’s Evidences.—Two editions of a small volume entitled ‘ Remarks on 
the internal Evidence for the truth of revealed religion, by Thomas Erskine, Esq.” 
have been re-published in this country, from the fifth Edinburgh edition. It is a 
work of great merit, and is accompanied with deservedly high recommendations 
from several distinguished Americau Divines. 

The Christian Almanack for 1824.—The 4th No. of this excellent tract has just 
been published by Messrs. Lockwoods, of this city, for the American and N. Y. 
Tract Societies. We recommend it to all our readers who purchase an annual 
calendar, as by far the best almanack for merchants, farmers, mechanicks, and, 
indeed, for all classes of society. 

Erratum.—In the list of Officers in No. VIII. p. 255 for “« Caudler” read CanDLER. 

“X. Y.;” “A.” and “ A friend to Missions ;” and Practical Education, No, XIV. 
are received. Also, communications from the Rev.J Eastburn. 

Crvit, Retrospect for this month unavoidably deferred to our next number, , 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 
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UNITED STATES’ NAVY. 


The chaplaincy at the New-York Station, which became vacant 
by the death of the Rev. John Ireland, was filled last summer by the 
appointment of the Rev. Cave Jones, of this city. To the duties 
of Chaplain are added those of Professor of Mathematicks, for the 
purpose of instructing the Midshipmen in that science. The school 
at present is held on board the U. S. ship Washington, where a 
course of lectures is regularly delivered. 

The societies in this city which are aiming to improve the moral 
character of seamen, will cheerfully co-operate with the chaplain 
and officers at the navy-yard, in promoting any plans, (not contrary 
to the regulations of the Navy Department,) which may tend to be- 
nefit the seamen of our navy. 

A subscription has been opened to print a large number of Tracts, 
written expressly for seamen, by the Rev. G. C. Smiru, of Pen- 
zance, Eng. who was formerly a lieutenant in the British navy.’ 

Mr. Jones commenced his ministerial duties on the 3d of August, 
on board the Steam Frigate Fulton, and after performing divine ser- 
vice according to the usage of the Episcopal Church, he preach- 
ed a sermon on The Universal presence of the Almighty, from 1. Tim. 
iv. &. ** Godliness is profitable unto all things.” 

One of the men, belonging to the U. S. ship Ohio, after retiring 
from the meeting, while going up the side of his ship, by an awful 
oath, swore that he would not go there [to attend worship] again, and 
added it was no place for him. He was overheard by an officer, who 
reproved him for his profanity. The next night he realized that God 
took him at his word, for he got up in a state of derangement, as 
is supposed, and fell down the gang-way, never to rise again! ! _ 

About sixty dollars has been already subscribed by a few indi- 
viduals, but that is not sufficient to meet the expense, and those 
disposed to add something, may address the Rev. Jonny Truair, 
No. 129 Cherry-street, the Rev. Henry Cuasz, No. 143 Cherry- 
street, or the Rev. Cave Jones, at the navy-yard, Brooklyn. 
The ‘‘ Boatswain’s Mate,” and several other tracts suited for cir- 
culation among those engaged in the Naval and Merchant service, 
have been printed by the N. Y. Religious Tract Society, and liberal 
supplies have been granted ; but a much larger number and variety 
is needed, and Mr. Smith’s new series, entitled “ Surp STorREs,”’ 
—e of twenty tracts, may be usefully and extensively cir- 
culated. 
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JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG 
AT NEW-YORK. 


Tuesday, August 26.—The Bethel Union held a meeting on board 
the Brig Argo, Capt. Raney. The weather was clear and serene, 
After the Bethel Flag was taken down, the lantern .was hoisted at 
the royalmast-head, which was as the Star of Bethlehem, leading 
many seamen and citizens on board. At a quarter before 8 o’clock 
the solemn devotions commenced by singing a hymn. It seemed to 

‘be under the influence of the presence of Christ. After praising 
his great and holy name, some remarks were made on the impor- 
tance of the meeting. All the exhortations and prayers were made 
by shipmasters and seamen, and this brings to mind what the Lord 
is doing in America for mariners. We wanted no greater evidence 
that he had purposes of mercy towards that class of the human fa- 
mily. He will let the Heathen know, through their instrumentality, 
that there is no other name given under heaven whereby man can 
be saved, than in and through Jesus Christ and him crucified. That 
glorious Saviour was brought to view, in prayer to Almghty God, 
by a captain. A shipmaster then made the following observations : 
‘*My fellow-travellers to eternity—it is of the Lord’s mercies we 
are not consumed ; I stand as a witness before you, that I have been 
preserved by Jesus Christ, in innumerable instances, from death and 
eternal ruin. Sailors are exposed to a thousand dangers every day, 
it is a miracle that they are preserved. But when I consider their 
horrid deeds of drunkenness, profanity, and uncleanness, I am aston- 
ished at the patience of God. I have often seen the wicked prosper, 
till death seals their eternal doom.”’ He then engaged in prayer. 
After singing a hymn, another shipmaster rose and said: ‘‘ Some se- 
rious impressions are made cn my mind about the importance of 
reading the Bible. We go on in sin, exposed to the power of Satan: 
he does all he can to destroy our souls ; the Bible is our chart, our 
compass, and our pilot; without it we cannot take one step in the 
path that leads to heaven. O, my dear sea-faring brethren, read 
the Bible, read the life of Christ, trace him from his cradle in the 
manger to his Cross and the grave ; there you will find the beloved 
of your soul ; angels and men are witnesses that he is the Saviour of 
sinners. Read his word, and there you will find every thing that 
will convince you that he is able to save you from eternal misery. 
The Gospel is the word of life—hold it fast—bind it to your hearts, 
take it in your chests when you go to sea: it is your Chart for eter- 
nal life, pray over it till you feel all its important truths ; bold it forth 
in your lives, in your tempers, and in your conversation.”” He then 
poured out his heart in prayer for seamen every where—on the 
ocean, and on the land ; not forgetting the owners, captain, officers, 
and crew of the Argo. 

A sailor rose and addressed all that were present in a manner 
which drew tears from many eyes. ‘‘ Eighteen months ago | was a 
drankard, and a blasphemer ; O, I was the vilest creature on the 
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face of the earth ; I am now a dreadful sinner, but I have given my- 
self away to Christ, and I do believe he has accepted of the offering 
I have made.” He then related many of his convictions, and his 
conversion, which was a most interesting narrative ; it showed that 
there was a wonderful interposition of divine Providence, in rescu- 
ing him from eternal misery, and sealing unto him his salvation; 
we say his salvation; for we have reason to believe that he isa 
new man. \ 
Tuesday evening, the 2d September.—Meeting on board the sloop 
Orion, Capt. Brooks, at Peck-Slip. The evening was uncommonly 
pleasant : between 3 and 4 hundred seamen and landmen assembled 
on board, and on the deck, at an early hour. At half past 7 o’clock 
the exercises commenced by praising Almighty God, for putting it into 
the hearts of Mariners to hold meetings on board of vessels to pray. 
It was one of the most interesting meetings we ever had. The great 
Head of the church seemed to be in the midst of us. There was 
a new and fresh evidence, that the anxiety of pious seamen for the 
salvation of the souls of their shipmates was increasing ; and a like 
solicitation seems to be felt by some landmen. We have evidence 
that the Lord owns and blesses these meetings, in convicting and 
converting seamen and landmen. O, show us, thou blessed Saviour, 
how glorious and how happy thou hast made these neglected mari- 
ners ; not neglected by thee, O God, but by those whom thou hast 
called to labour in the vineyard of Christ. We now see a greater 
evidence of the blessed effects of the word of God, tracts, and _reli- 
gious publicatfons among that class of men, than we ever saw before. 
We would avoid repetition in our journal, but it is to inform and 
convince all who are deprived of the privilege of meeting with us what 
God is doing for the reformation of seamen —and we have new evi- 
dences every evening of the goodness of God, that itis not in vain the 
Bethel flag and lantern is hoisted on board of vessels. We hear 
seamen say : ‘‘One thing | know, that, whereas once | was blind, 
now I see’’—* I was prayerless, hopeless, and unbelieving in the 
word of God : I was opposed to making any promises to God or man 
that I would alter my mode of living. But now I can see and feel 
the necessity of listening and complying to the invitations of the Gos- 
pel. I do now feel that every gale that blows is the breath of 
Christ—every shower that descends from heaven, is a shower of 
divine grace—and when the sea runs mountains high, our founder- 
ing bark and our lives are in the hands of Christ, who says to the 
wind and to the sea, peace, be still, and all are safe. The Bible, 
which is more precious than gold, commenced a blessed work in my 
heart, which | now say—and has carried on this work which far ex- 
ceeds all the treasures this world can give.” ‘* Let us all join in 
this glorious cause, let us all embark in this NopLe sarr, whose 
Captain is the Prince of Peace, whose crew is composed of angels 
and men, she will outride every storm ; the wind and the sea obey 
him, and we shall be safely conducted to our desired ports here on 
earth, and to the port of Heaven above, where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and where the weary are at rest. But now, my dear 
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shipmates! we always see the grave open before our eyes when we 
are on the ocean, and we do not know how soon we shall be buried 
there ; and when we are on the shore, if we do not see our grave, 
we know there is one, for many of our shipmates are carried there, 
which often brings tears from our eyes ; did you ever shudder at 
the sight of the grave on the ocean? yes, I can answer for you, I 
know you have; then let us all unite and ship\on board that bless- 
ed bark, which will land us safe in the Haven of eternal rest.” 

Tuesday, 16th—Prayer meeting on board the English brig Aurora, 
Capt. Hartgrave, at Murray’s wharf. There were an unusual num- 
ber of seamen present, and many citizens. Some observations were 
made in respect to the attention of the Bethel Unions in Europe, and 
England in particular, to American vessels, on board of which meet- 
ings were often held; speaking to us in a language we cannot mis- 
understand. As much as to say, ‘‘ we want to see a union of effort 
among all nations, and all denominations of Christians, for the salva- 
tion of all sailors, that their vices and immorality, may be taken away 
by the all-powerful influence of divine grace; that they may be 
made instruments in the hands of God, in aiding the missionary ef- 
forts throughout the world. We take great delight in following the 
example of Gambier, Angus, Smith, and many others, in promot- 
ing Bethel meetings on board of vessels of all nations, and in par- 
ticular those from England which enter this port. .The meeting on 
board of this vessel, and many others which have been in New-York, 
is one evidence that we are unwilling to be astern of them in this 
important cause ; and we hope to increase our exertions until God 
shall bring the long neglected mariners into the fold and family of 
Christ. Some serious impressions were made on our minds by this 
evening’s exercises, which we cannot dismiss. Several seamen ad- 
dressed their shipmates; and spoke of the heinousness of their 
crimes, their convictions of sin, and the wonderful effect the word 
of God had on their minds when they read the Bible. Every one of 
them dwelt much upon the importance of that sacred Book. 

The Lord is bringing many sailors from darkness unto light, and 
from the power of Satan into all the privileges of the sons of God ; 
all this is his own blessed work, and for ever blessed be his great 
and holy name. The Rev. Mr. Chase made some appropriate re- 
marks on what had been said respecting the Bible ; which had an 
effect on the minds of many present, among which was a ship-master, 
who made a liberal donation to the Marine Bible Society. 

Tuesday, 23d—Meeting on board the ship Hudson, Capt. Cham- 
plin. Although the weather was very cool, the decks were filled 
with seamen, and many from the shore, both men and women. Some 
seamen came forward boldly and said, they were not ashamed of 
Christ, and begged their shipmates to look to him as the Captain of 
their salvation—some of them mentioned the time of their conviction 
and conversion. It is impossible to give a just description of this 
meeting, without repeating what has been said in our former re- 
ports—but this much we can say, ‘* The Lord reigneth, he is cloth- 
ed with majesty ; the Lord is clothed with strength. The floods 














oe > ss" 


-~- Mm 


i ee 6 ae 








The Sailor’s Grave. 383 


have lifted up, O Lord!- the floods have lifted up their voice ; the 
floods have lifted up their waves. The Lord on high is mightier 
than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the 
sea.” In these meetings we can cry unto the Lord and say : * Help 
us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver 
us, and purge away our sins, for thy name’s sake. Wherefore should 
the Heathen say where is now their God? So we thy people, and 
sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever.” We cry unto 
thee, O God! that mariners may be saved ; for ‘“‘ Thou rulest ¢he 
raging of the sea ; when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them.” 
At the close of the meeting, a sailor came up to us and said: “ You 
will oblige me much, in naming any pious Captain, for it is such a 
man I want to sail with.” And several others who were standing 
by said the same. 

The season for holding Bethel Meetings on board of vessels has 
now closed, and in future, they will be held at Sailor Boarding 
houses. The thanks of the Committee are due to the several own- 
ers, masters, and officers who have given their vessels for meetings, 
and they are here presented, with a sincere desire that the Lord 
would follow with his blessing their efforts to promote the best inte- 
rests of Sailors. 








For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


THE SAILOR’S GRAVE. 


*Twas on a lonely desert shore, 
I stood and heard the ocean’s moan ; 
The storm had raged— its rage was 0’er— 
And hushed was each despairing groan. 


I walked—lI stood—and nought was heard, 
Save zephyrs sighing o’er the deep’; 

I walked—I stood—and nought was feared— 
Still was not wanting cause to weep. 


The angry storm its work had done, 

Nor spared the trembling or the brave ; 
Scarce was the cry, ‘ alarm,” begun, 

E’er all were plunged beneath the waye. 


Quick were the billowy mountains raised, 
And ocean from its bed was driven : 

The darkened sky sulphurious blazed, 
And rocks were by the thunder riven. 


But now—no more the lightnings flashed ; 
The thunder’s peal had ceased to roar ; 
No more the surging billows dashed, 
Or beat tumultuous on the shore. 


Alone I paced the sea-worn strand, 
Where lately raged the swelling wave ; 
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And there I saw, thrown on the sand, 
The sailor, fearless once, and brave. 


I stood and mused, while fancy drew 
The terrors of the stormy seas : 

I seemed to hear the shrieks, though few, 
Which rose upon the ocean breeze. 


And then I thought of all the wo, 

Which those who brave the flood assails : 
I thought of all the tears that flow, 

When the poor widowed mother wails. 


I thought of scenes beyond the grave— 
Of scenes now bursting on the soul :— 
The ** shores”? which ‘ living waters”’ lave— 
The “gulf” where ‘“ angry billows” roll. 


I raised and bore his corse away, 
And laid it ina lonely grave : 

And there, the wanderer’s feet may stray, 
To bless the memory of the brave. 


But O! the rapture of my heart, 
When | within his bosom found 
The Word of God—that only chart, 
To guide the pilgrim heaven-ward ‘* bound.” 


This to the soul broad pinions gives, 
To soar beyond the upper skies ; 

And there, we trust, the sailor lives, 
Who with it in his bosom dies. 


Transported with the joy | shared, 
I laid it in the lonely bed, 
Which for the lost I had prepared— 
A pillow for the sailor’s head ! T. E. 


—_——_—- 
—_—-— 


SAILORS’ GOLDEN RULES. 


Vecessary to be observed on board of ships by the Christian Sailor. Extracted from 


the Holy Scriptures for the use of the crew of the A 
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. See that none render evil for evil unto any man. 


. Pray without ceasing. - - - - - - - - = 
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. Do all things without murmurings and disputings. - - Phil. ii. 14. 
. See that ye fall not out by the way. - - - - - - + Gen xlv. 24 
. Behold, how good, and how pleasant it is for brethren 


to dwell in unity! - - - - + - «= = = Psa. cxxxiii. 3. 


Let brotherly love continue. - - - - - - + - + Heb xiii, 1. 
Love as brethren. - - - - - - = = = = «= = I Pet. iii. 8. 
. Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory. - - Phil. ii. 3. 
. Forbearing one another in love. - - - - + - - + Eph. iv. 2. 


Let all bitterness and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, &c. - Eph. iv. 31.32. 
- - 2 Thes. v. 15. 
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children. - + Eph. v. 1. 
- - 2. Thes.v. 17, 


. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer. - - - - 1 John, iii, 15. 
. He that loveth not, knoweth net God, for God is love, - 1 John, iv. 8. 
. If ve know these things, happy are ye if ye do them, - John xii. 17. 








